to conceive that it has such and such laws, i.e. such and such modes of action. Reason, conceiving itself, gives us its own laws.
It is therefore not an Ego who is writing this work, it is Thought.
It ensues from the foregoing that all the truths which we shall state here will be not only truths in fact, but necessary truths, and that the existences which we will affirm not only exist, but also cannot but exist.
For that which Reason cannot but conceive is called a necessary thing.1
PART I
AXIOM : For Reason, to act is to affirm, in other words, to posit. Observation : When I speak of Reason and its acts, I do not mean those obscure and incomplete conceptions which are in the mind of the greater number of men. I mean clear and complete ideas. So that though the vulgar may deny my axiom, all philosophers will admit it.
Propositions.2
1.  Reason, in its first act, posits the existence of something.
2.  That something is Substance.
3.  Reason conceives Substance as being constituted by au infinity of attributes.
4.  Reason cannot conceive two things absolutely identical.
5.  Substance manifests itself by a number of manifestations
1  Note, November 1850:   " This is pure Idealism ;   I had not yet made a distinction between perceiving and conceiving."
2  Only the propositions can be stated here.    They are followed by  demonstrations,   observations,   corollaries,   scholiiB,   etc. ;   the whole would fill a volume.    Propositions 13 and 14, the shortest of them, are given here as a specimen o%the work.
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